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FORM AND FUNTION

A blueprint for selecting
patterned fabrics

BY LOUIS B. COHEN

AFedni. T NEW ikl

The fashion and line arts
Inclusiries have crossed over
Iaber thee Interbor world bo inllu-
ence home decorating fabrics
In & positive way. With fashion
designers like Versace, Puccl and
Femdi putting thelr own signature
stamp on labrics and paltems,
reow more than ever bold and
eariting materials nre available,
nlomg with classic patterns of the
sk,

There ane many exciling op-
llhm.lhul can b indrodoced mbs
your home, regantless of the
I o aesthetic of the nteriar.
Personal prelerence aml & sense
of style can be evoked through
the introduction of a patterned
material, or even a combination
ol several patberns.

Some o these [abric choloes
are bold, while others are sub-
tler. Color also varkes with mamy

* ol the labrics offered n o whde

range of husess 1o sull your palate
andl peeils,

In our work at LEC Design,
we tend o use bold labrics as
accents such as throw pillows
or a shie chair. A nice touch to
make an ordinary dining chalr
come fo lle is bo Introduce a pat-
termedd material 1o the back while
keeping the front andl the seat in
a peutral solic material,

In the case of more subtle
patterned labrics, we will inlx
an array witlin b Bving room of
with the bed linens. Or, a subithe
miix al patterns can create a

layened efiect that adids [ntenest
b oo as & whole rather than
punctuating a particular pilkow
or chals.

There are a number of criteria
that peed 1o be considered when
deciding low you will introduce
the patterned materials Into
your room. First, how much of
n statemnent dio you wank the iab-
ric b make? Second, how many
patterns will you wse? Finally,
where will you use the pattermed
fabrics within the room?

Your personality will draw
you to a particular pattern,
willh B righl oF Wrong Andwers.
I you choose to be bekd = loe
exanple, with a large geometric
print — you may want to play
down the sdditbonal use of pat-
terned materials s0 you do not
crverwhilm thie room a8 & whioke

1 you g witl something suls
tler Jor your hase, you may ok
for complementary pattermed
materials that can be introduced
in key arens. Bobder patterns
can serve as sccenls, such as a
thiroew pillow or anea rg.

The traitionald rube of thumb,
however, 1s solid materials work
well 1o back drop a collection
of patterned materials. Your
consideration lor additional pat-
ferned materials mbo a room will
be based on how they all work
tcgether

Also, a break of location
within a reom will allow you to
mtroduce more pattermed mate-
riake If you sprend the materials
that are patterned throughout
the space — particalary if It is
a lazge one — you will nod have
s big an lsswe of classing ma-
terials; rather the colors of the
materinks and their graphical
representations will work with
grealer ease in bying the whole
oo together.

Instear] of mmdomly sebecting
thimgs that gatch your eye, it 18
bett to work with a showroom
sabes person to organize the
rmom by pulling together the
entire array of materials you lke

angl see what ultimately works
ardll is realistic, Make cortaln the
patterns you intend to mtrodiee
o nol overpower, chitber — or
warse — disconnect from the
ones you have alresdy selected.

As bong 2 you plan ahead in
selecting all of the materials you
tend to use, you will find that
mtroducing pattermed material
Inti & room will be a successiul
enideaves, It ts these {abrics that
il character and warmih to
a space, 30 do nol be afraid to
make them a part of your design
scheme.

Loz B Cohen is priocipal of
LB Design « Covstroction,  full
service firm Jvonded im Avenfi,
Ra. Cofen, a grodeuake of e New
Youk School of fnterior Design,
hatw designed some of the most
lmuminos residences i South Flore-
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